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THE DUBLIN PENNY JOURNAL* 



INFLUENCE OF THE MOON ON ANIMAL AND 
VEGETABLE LIFE. 

In considering the climate of tropical countries, the in- 
fluence of the moon seems to be entirely overlooked ; 
and surely, if the tides of the vast ocean are raised from 
their fathomless bed by lunar power, it is not too much 
to assert'that the tides of the atmosphere are liable to a 
similar influence ; this much is certain, that in the low 
lands of tropical countries, no attentive observer of nature 
will fail to witness the power exercised by the moon over 
the seasons, and also over animal and vegetable nature. 
As regards the latter, it may be stated that there are cer- 
tainly thirteen springs and thirteen autumns, in Deme- 
rara, in the year ; for so many times does the sap of trees 
ascend to the branches, and descend to the roots. For 
example, the wallaba (a resinous tree, common in the 
Demerara woods, somewhat resembling mahogany,) if cut 
down in the dark, a few days before the liew moon^ it is 
one of the most'durable woods in the world for house 
building, posts, ^c. ; in that state attempt to split it, and, 
with the utmost difficulty, it will be riven in the most 
jagged unequal manner that can be imagined ; cut down 
another wallaba (that grew within a few yards of the 



former,) ntJuU moon, and the tree'c&n be easily split irttd 
the finest smooth shingles of any desired thickness, or into 
staves for making casks ; but, in this state, applied to 
house-building purposes, it speedily decays* Again— 
bamboos, as thick as a man's arm, are sometimes used 
for paling, &c. : if cut at the dark moon they will endure 
for ten or twelve years ; if at full moon, they will be rot- 
ten in two or three years ; thus is it with most, if not all, 
the forest trees. Of the effects of the moon on animal 
life, very many instances could be cited, I have seen, in 
Africa, the newly littereil young perish, in a few hours, at 
the mother's side, if exposed to the rays of the full moon; 
fish become rapidly putrid, and meat, if left exposed, in- 
curable or unpreservable by salt ; the mariner, heedlessly 
sleeping on deck, becoming afflicted with nyctolopist, or 
night blindness, at times the face hideously swollen if ex- 
posed during sleep to the moon's rays, the maniac's par- 
oxysms renewed with fearful vigour at the full and 
change, and the cold damp chill of the ague supervening 
on the ascendency of this apparently nrild yet powerful 
luminary/ Let her influence over this earth be studied, it 
is more powerful I than is generally known. — Montgomejy*i 
History of the Bintish Colonies, 




Jones, Del. 



th Train of Carriages t}tt\tting the Station House at Wcstland Row. 



Clayton, Sc 



DUBLIN AND KINGSTOWN RAILWAY. 

Onr readers have already, in several former numbers 
of our Journal, been made acquainted with such of the 
details relative to this great national untlertaking, as we 
considered might prove generally interesting. ,' In our 
11.5th number we stated that the caiTiages would com* 
mence running on the 18th of September, and such was 
the intention of the projectors at the time we wrote the 
article, circumstances which could not well have been 
calculated upon, have, however, delayed the opening 
from that period till the present* In giving two other 

J— ^~ - - • < , 

4 * In a demi-official note, which, appeared in the newspapers 
of the day, it is stated that although the engines and carriages, 
and tlie lines of rails, have so far been ready far some weeks, 
that at a few days' notice the transit of locomotive engines 
and a regular passenger trafEr might have been carried on ; 
iyet the board liave been unwilling to incur VMt risk of acci- 
ident which might arise to any of the labourers from the loco- 
motive engines, to which the people of this country are atpre- 



sketch^ of the road^the one taken from the rere of the 
entrance station — the other a short distance from the en- 
trance to Kingstown harbour, we feel it unnecessary 
to enter again into any lengthened description of the lo- 
calities of the district through which the road passes. 



sent unaccustomed ; and they have been, therefore, anxious 
to have all the numerous adjuncts to the railway, such as tha 
stone pavement of the sea embankment, parapets, fences^ 
drains, &c., completely finished, and the.principal part of the 
workmen removed before the road should be opened. j 

The moat strenuous exertions have been made by the con-, 
tractor to have all completed by the 22d of this month, but 
though the directors expect that little will remain to be done 
at that period, they are unwilling, at this late season, still to 
fix any predse day for the opening, and they wish it be un- 
derstood that as soon as the traffic can be entered upon with 
safety, the road wiil be opened for the conveyance of passeu* 
gera, of which due notice will be given* 
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That the work is one Xvhich mnst eventually serve the 
country, we feel convinced. Whetlier or not it wiii even- 
tually confer a benefit on those who have involved their 
capital in the concern, is a question upon which we have 
heard very opposite and conflicting sentiments expressed. 
It is a question, however, upon which we should be sorry 
to express an opinion, pro or con. We understand 
it is the intention of the committee of management to 
adopt various means of rendering the undertaking produc- 
tive : the line is ultimately to be carried on as far as 
Bray j in the mean time omnibuses are to start from dif- 
ferent points throughout the city, every half or quarter of 
an hour, which will convey the passengers to the station- 
house ; while others, again, will ply from Merrion, Black 
Rock, and Kingstown, in various directions, throughout 
the surrounding country. There is no doubt that the 
number of passengers on the road is on the increase every 



year; and while to the attraction of handsome bathing- 
lodges and villas, erected along the line, is added the ra- 
pidity of travelling, and tlie freedom from dust and 
rain which the steam-carriages offer over the present 
mode of conveyance, a vast addition may be reckoned 
on ; and as by the extension of the line towards Bray and 
southward, the country between Kingstown and KiUiney, 
and the beautiful valley l}ing between it and Bray, will 
doubtless be thickly studiied with villas and cottages, 
much may be expected. 

We understand that the lates of conveyance will be as 
follow : — 



FtrPt Class Carriage 1 

Sncond do, do 

Third do, do 




8 
6 




TTEW fhom the: bail way at salt-hili/*^ 



The entire works, including value of ground, (S:c, will 
cost about two , hundred thousand pounds ; and the 
computation of probable and anticipated profits are 
certainly very cheering, when we consider that by the 
railway, Kingstown, with all its attractions to visiters, 
lodgers, and residents — of harbour, shipping, bathing, pro- 
menades, pure air, scenery, freedom from taxes, &c., will 
be as near in point of time to the centre of the metropolisy as 
as if these were situated luitidn the circular road. The 
calculation is also warranted by inference from facts 
having reference to other places. The increase of passen- 
gers by the railway from Liverpool to Manchester has 
been very great ; as has also that between Stockton and 
Darlington, and between Edinburgh and Dalkeith, In 
the last named place till lately there were but two coaches, 
each going and returning twice in the day, with the ave- 
rage of not more than five passengers each trip. The 
number, of passengers increased to upwards of five hun- 
dred by the formation of a railway six miles in lengthy al- 
though it was constructed with a view solely to the 
transmission of coal/and although the station house is two 
aiilea distant from the centre of Edinburgh, and the^^ 



carriages are merely drawn by horses, £it the rat6 Of eight 
or ten miles per hour. One day lately the number of 
passengers going and returning amounted to 8,000. 

On Saturday, the 4th instant, the first trial of the 
steam engine, ** Vauxhall," with a small train of cai-riages 
filled with ladies and gentlemen, was made on the line of 
railway from Dublin to the Martello tower at Williams- 
town. The experiment is said to have given great sa- 
tisfaction, not only as to the rapidity of motion, ease of. 
conveyance, and facility of stopping, but the celerity and 
quickness with which the train passed, by means of the 
crossings from one line of road to another. The dis- 
tance was about two miles and a half, which was performed 
four times each way at the rate of about thirty-one miles 
per hour. The controul over the machinery was com- 
plete, the stopping and reversing the motion was effected 
without a moment's delay. 

On the 9th instant a train of carriages, crowded with 
ladies and gentlemen, proceeded the entire length of the 
line from the station-house at Westland-row to Salt-hrH. 
There were eight carriages attached to the train ; one of 
the first class, three second, and four of the third claaaL-— \ 



